
March 2010  

Canadian Geranium & 

Pelargonium Society  

Hello everyone ! 
As spring gets nearer, things get busier. 

We took part in the weekend event at Mandeville 
Gardens on Marine Drive.  We were there with several 
other garden clubs. 

A very special thank you to Ian Gillam and Cathy Chiba 
for helping with putting the display together and for 
turning out to help man the display.  Although it was still 
very early in the year to see lots of gardeners at the 
garden center, traffic picked up on Saturday afternoon.  I 
guess the wonderful afternoon sun inspired gardeners to 
head for the garden center. 

We had a very colourful display as well as a running 
show on the laptop.  I think we did extremely well 
considering the limited time and resources that we had 
available. 

It was interesting to speak to people and I think we 
benefited from our conversations.   

One couple were very surprised to learn that we have 
ivies in Canadaðthey were initial convinced that you 
could find ivy pelargoniums only in Europe and not in 
Canada.  They had seen ivy pelargoniums in balconies in 
Europe and wanted to do something similar here in 
Vancouver but were having trouble finding the ivies.  
They were quite excited about being able to get some at 
our upcoming sale, so hopefully we will see them there. 

There was also some interest expressed in scenteds, - 
one person was very interested in finding the citronella 
variety. 

Lynne and Carola attended the BC Council of Garden 
Clubsô AGM meeting on the same Saturday and we will 
be receiving a report from Lynne on the events of the 
day. 

At the meeting, we will be discussing ivies and angels 
and hanging baskets.  Phil Hausermann is busy checking 
the greenhouse for examples.  If you have any growing, 
feel free to bring them in. 

Also donôt forget to bring in the project plant you received 
at the last meeting so we can see how everyone is 
progressing.   

And if any of your seeds have sprouted, give us an 
update.  Some of these seeds will take a longer time than 
others to germinate, so it is important that we let each 
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other know how things are progressing. 

Our May Plant Sale is just around the corner and we will 
need to get the word out.  Iôm hoping that everyone will 
take some flyers and put them up wherever they can.   

Iôll have flyers available at the meeting, and if you have 
any ideas of additional places to advertise, please let me 
know. 

We have received calls from a number of people who 
are interested in have tables to sell their wares, so 
somehow the word is getting outðnow lets hope we get 
people coming out to buy our plants and our wares. 

I hope everyone will be able to make the meeting as we 
will also be finalizing the details of the sale.  We need 
everyone on board! 

See you on April 4, 2010.    - Barbara Puchala 

Goodies List  
April: Barbara  

May:  Rose and Cathy 

June:  Phyllis and Marilyn 

July Social:   Everyone 

Our display at Mandeville Gardenworks on Marine Drive.  Unfortunately 
we had to rely on pictures although we did have a few examples of 
fancy leaf pelargoniums and the grafted ñKleiner Lieblingò . 
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Items for April 4 2010  

Angels, Ivies, 

Grafting projects (updates) 

Project Plants  

Species seeds updates 

Items for the Draw Table 

Show and Tell plants 

Update by E -mail  

If you would like to receive your copy of The Update by email, 
please let me knowðor send an email message to me at 
info@cdngeraniums.com. I  will then add you to the list . 

You will also be sure of receiving your copy in plenty of time for 
the meeting . 

Unusual Container Contest  

Hopefully everyone has found their unusual 
container and are ready to plant. 

At the August 1st meeting, we will have a 
judged show of the containers and the 
winning container will 
get a trophy! 

Canôt wait to see what everyone 
has come up with. 

Mark you calendars!  
The 2010 Geranium and Pelargonium Plant Sale will take 

place on Saturday, May 8, 2010 from 10 am to 4 pm.   

This will be a one day sale only. 

VanDusen Botanical Gardensô Floral Hall at 5251 Oak Street, 
Vancouver. 

Ivy Leaf Pelargoniums (P. peltatum) 

They are called ñIvy Pelargoniumsò because their leaves 
resemble the true ivy, hedera helix.  But they donôt climb 
and they have no rootlets to attach themselves to walls.   

They can grow quite long or remain fairly short and 
compact.   

And as everyone who has ever planted a hanging basket 
knows, they are indispensible in creating a basket that 
will bloom all season long. 

There is a long list of beautiful cultivars and as usual, 
they come in many sizes, shapes and leaf markings. 

As expected, these 
plants are used in 
hanging baskets, wall 
pockets and any place 
that they can drape and 
present a show.   

We have all seen time 
and time again, pictures 
of European balconies 
that appear to a just one 
huge mass of blooms.   

Often these will be one 
of the Cascades, or 
Balcons which seem so 

ideally suited for this purpose.  

Beauty of Eastbourne, one of my personal favourites, is 
an ivy pelargonium, as is Amethyst. 

There is also the Ivy-Zonal Cross which is just as it 
saysða plant that has the habits of both.  Tom Cat, 
Rollerôs David and Blue Spring are examples. 

Ivy Pelargoniums seem to be difficult to find in nurseries.  
They can often be found already planted in hanging 
baskets.  One of the problems would be that the stems 
are quite brittle and tend to become entangled and break 
easily.  As you can imagine, a plant that has been 
handled a number of times on the sale rack can easily 
become broken and ragged, not exactly appealing to the 
purchasing public.  You need to get these plants while 

they are still small and get 
them safely stowed away 
before they grow too long.  
Once safely potted in their 
containers and placed where 
they can simply grow, they 
will reward you with a 
spectacular show all season. 

I grow quite a few on my 
trellis fence creating a 
background of joyful colour. 

 

 


